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Anthochaera carunculata
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birds/ha (Recher & Holmes 1985). Near Orbost, Vic., mean
number recorded along 200 m transects through unthinned and
old regrowth forest was 0.4 and 0.6 respectively (Kutt 1996).
Near Morwell, Vic., density of 2.17 birds/km (along 600 m
transect) (Traill 1985). At Olinda SF, Vic., maximum density
was 1.07 birds/ha (median = 0.09 birds/ha) (MacNally 1997).
Along Gardiners Ck, Bennettswood, e. suburban Melbourne,
Vic., mean density of 0.66 birds/ha (0.57;0-4.79; n=513 weekly
surveys, 1989-98) (J.M. Peter). At Torquay, Vic., mean density
of 1.72 birds/ha (0.999; 0.24-3.57; n=24 quarterly surveys,
1989-95) (J.M. Peter). At Eyre Bird Observatory, WA, densi-
ties of 0.18-2.45 birds/ha (Davies 1982). At Margaret R., WA,
density of 0.2 birds/ha (Keast 1985). Claimed that breeding
populations have increased around Sydney (Hoskin 1991;
Disney 1992); and populations said to have increased around
Adelaide (Paton et al. 1994; Ashton 1996).

THREATS AND HUMAN INTERACTIONS Adversely
affected by removal of undergrowth of banksias in Rockingham
District, WA (Sedgwick 1940a). In detailed study examining
effects of logging and burning in Karri forests near Pemberton,
sw. WA, was most abundant in mature forest, including forest
that had not been burnt for at least 3 years (Tingay & Tingay
1983). Said to have benefited from establishment of gardens
near Aldinga Scrub CP, SA (Ashton 1996). In Wheatbelt of
WA, populations have declined in areas that have been exten-
sively cleared, and disappeared from several areas where the
species was once common (Saunders & Ingram 1995). Often
killed by Cats, and occasionally injured by Dogs (Rose 1975;
Dowlingetal. 1994). Sometimes killed on roads (Vestjens 1973;
Brownetal. 1986);0ccasionallycollidewithwindows (Buchanan
1992). Said to be a pest of orchards and vineyards, and formerly
shot, sometimes in large numbers (Dickison 1935; McEvey
1965; Hobbs 1969; Passmore 1982); at Araluen, NSW, not
considered pest in orchards of nectarines and peaches, as they
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only eat overripe fruit left on trees (A.S.]. Saunders). Formerly,
also shot for sport or food (Gilbert 1923; Bell 1964), as they
were renowned as ‘the best eating bird in the bush’ (Leach
1928); ‘Gill-bird pie sounds ever so much better than grilled
chicken’ (Gilbert 1923). Birds fed on refined sugar in gardens
sometimes die from thiamine deficiency (Bonnin 1989).

MOVEMENTS Apparently complex, and incompletely
known; no major studies, though one study (Saunders 1993)
lookedat seasonal variation in occurrence in e. NSW. Variously
considered resident, nomadic and at least partly migratory in
some areas (e.g. Carnaby 1933; Wheeler 1967; BENC 1976;
Morris et al. 1981; Storr 28). Resident or present throughout
year (though abundance may vary) throughout much of range.
However, a variety of movements also reported throughout
range. Such movements poorly understood, and few clear
patterns emerge; many local or regional movements may be
driven by flowering of food plants (see below). At several
locations, resident populations supplemented at times by non-
breeding visitors or passage migrants, e.g. around Perth and
Canberra (Serventy 1948; ACT Atlas). Various movements or
patterns of abundance considered migration or partial migra-
tion, especially in WA and s. and n. coastal NSW/; altitudinal
migration reported in se. NSW—-ACT (see below). Also often
described as nomadic or partly nomadic (e.g. Chisholm 1924;
Wheeler 1967, 1972; Attiwill 1972; Sonter 1980; Turner 1992;
Traill et al. 1996; Storr 28), usually with no evidence of actual
movements or numbers, and based on perceived patterns of
presence/absence or numbers locally. Much study needed to
determine true range of movements. Some evidence of autumn—
winter movement inland (Keast 1968a; Paton et al. 1983; see
below). Records outside normal range usually in winter (e.g.
Mack 1970; McKilligan & McKilligan 1987; Robertson &
Woodall 1983; Durrant & MacRae 1994; Qld Bird Rep. 1986);

vagrant to NZ, but records not dated (see Distribution).
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