


























1302 Anatinae 

ings. Underwing, as male. Bill, darker blue-grey than male, 
and black culmen not so clearly defined. Iris, legs and feet, as 
male. When flying, belly less strikingly white than in male, but 
still palest part of underside. ADULT FEMALE NON-BREEDING. 
Similar to adult female breeding, but cinnamon and buff of 
neck somewhat paler; edges and bars of upperparts narrower 
and off-white; tertials, dark brown narrowly edged white, 
with no pale streaking in centre of feathers. JUVENILE MALE. 
Similar to adult female, but upperparts darker and less clearly 
marked; feathers mottled dark brown and barred pale buff, 
not broadly and neatly pale edged as in adult female. Breast 
and belly, whitish, tending to have finer streaks and spots than 
adult female; flanks may be neatly patterned with dark chev­
rons. Wing, similar to adult male but pale tips to secondaries 
and secondary coverts narrower. Bare parts initially as adult 
female; bill soon begins to assume adult pattern. JUVENILE 
FEMALE. Similar to juvenile male. Mantle usually lacks any 
pale marking. Wing similar to adult female, but pale tips to 
secondaries and secondary coverts narrower. 

SIMILAR SPECIES Breeding male unmistakeable; 
no other ducks in our region have tail-streamers, or show 
contrast between dark-brown head and white foreneck. Gen­
eral plumage pattern of females, juveniles and non-breeding 
males not dissimilar to other female and juvenile Anas. Con­
fusion with shovelers improbable (see Australasian Shoveler 
A rhynchotis for details on their distinctive shape); Garganey 
A querquedula and Chestnut A castanea and Grey A gracilis 
and Teals are all much smaller. Pacific Black Duck A super­
ciliosa and Mallard A platyrhynchus are of similar size but do 
not have thin neck, slim shape and pointed tail; in flight, long 
neck of Pintail gives impression that wings set farther back. 
Except in extremely poor viewing conditions, bold facial 
stripes of Pacific Black Duck preclude confusion with un­
marked face of Pintail; female Mallard have less pronounced 
eye-stripe and differ in colour of bill (orange stripe along cut­
ting edge), orange feet and colour of belly. In flight, Pacific 
Black Duck and Mallard have distinctive specula; white 
underwings contrast with rest of underside. 

Vagrant to Aust., only record in freshwater swamp 

dominated by paperbarks; in n. hemisphere usually found in 
standing fresh water during breeding season, estuaries and sea 
coasts during winter. Generally shy and wary. Swim high on 
water, with neck straight or curved, and tail raised (lowered 
when uneasy); tail depressed when up-ending, often in deep 
water; rarely dive. Walk easily with body and tail nearly 
horizontal. Fly with rapid wing-beats, wings producing low 
hissing or rustling sound. Generally quiet; male has a weak 
nasal warning call, female a thin hoarse quack or guttural 
croak. 

HABITAT Holarctic range, wintering S to Tropics ins. 
Asia and n. Africa. In native range, prefer shallow, biologically 
productive, aquatic habitats in open terrain; occasionally feed 
in farmland some distance from water. For summer moult, 
gather on undisturbed lakes, deltas, estuaries, reservoirs and 
saltmarshes, and in winter occupy sheltered coastal habitats, 
including estuaries (Palmer 1976; BWP). 

DISTRIBUTION Americas; Africa, Europe, Asia, win­
tering in southern areas, with vagrants reaching Micronesia, 
Polynesia, New Guinea. Single record Aust.: adult male in 
breeding plumage at Chandala Swamp, 50 km NE of Perth, 
sw. WA, 12 July 1985 (Agar et al. 1988). 

MOVEMENTS Highly migratory from Palaearctic and 
Nearctic breeding grounds to non-breeding areas between 
about 40oN and Equator. A few regularly cross equator from 
Hawaii to Polynesia (Pratt et al. 1987) but in Asian region 
usually comes only as far S as Burma, n. Thailand and n. Phil­
ippines (Mees 1971; King et al. 1975) with stragglers to PNG 
(Diamond 1976; Finch 1979) and Bouganville (Skyrme 1981). 
Movement N-S often includes lateral component, with birds 
banded USSR and Japan recovered Canada and USA, Cana­
dian birds recaptured in UK and regular movements W from 
breeding grounds in northern USSR (BWP). Departs breed­
ing grounds Aug.-Sept., returning Feb.-mid-Apr., so record 
in July from W A probably an example of accidental reverse 
migration (Agar et al. 1988). 



PLUMAGES No information for Aust. For detailed de-
scriptions and information on moult and external morphol­
ogy, see BWP, Harris et al. (1989) and Palmer (1976). In 
Holarctic, breeding plumage held from about Nov. to at least 
July; juvenile body plumage held from fledging to Sept.-Nov. 
Aust. record in July was male in breeding plumage. 
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Northern Pintai l Anns ncutn 
1. Adult male breeding 
2. Adult male non-breeding 
3. Adult female 
4. Juvenile 
5. Adult male breeding 
6. Adu lt male breed ing 
7. Adult female 

Eaton's Pintail Anns en toni 
8. Adult male breeding 
9. Adult female 
10. Ju venile 
11. Downy young 

Brown Pintail A11ns georgicn 
12. Juvenile 
13. Adult 
14. Adult, dorsal 
15. Adult, ventral 


