




















































1280 Anatinae 

499.6 (36.84; 440-565; 20); in Nov., 500.0 (46.9; 430-565; 16) 
(ABBBS). Data on monthly changes in wild and captive birds 
in Lavery (1972). No significant weight loss occurs during 
moult (Lavery 1972). 

STRUCTURE Wing, short and broad. Eleven pri­
maries: p9longest, p10 1-2 mm shorter, p8 3- 5, p7 10- 14, p6 
20-24, p5 30-36, p4 43-48, p3 54-61, p2 65-73, p1 77-85, pll 
minute. Full details of lengths of primaries and secondaries in 
Lavery (1972). P10 emarginated on inner web; p9 on outer and 
inner; p8 slight on outer and inner. Fourteen secondaries, 
four of tertia! form. Tail, pointed. Usually 16 rectrices, t1 
longest, t8 27-40 mm shorter than t1. Birds in moult may have 
fewer in 267 adult and 'sub-adult' birds, 87.5% had 11 rec­
trices; 0.4%, 12; 10.9%, 14; 0.8%, 15; 0.4%, 18 (Lavery 1972). 
Rectrices notched in juveniles. Bill, slender; deep at base, 
sloping distally (see illustration in Ripley [1942], Parker et al. 
[1985)). Distal tip of upper mandible, rounded; coarse lamell ae 
extend along tomia. Interramal space, bare. Tarsus, slender. 
Feet, webbed. Outer toe c. 96% of middle, inner c. 75%, hind 
c. 25%. 

SEXING, AGEING Plumages and cloaca of adults and 
juveniles illustrated and discussed by Braithwaite (1971). 
Following post-juvenile moult, plumage inseparable from 
adults. Lawler & Briggs (1989) suggest colour of iris related to 
age but their interpretation incorrect (P.]. Fullagar & C.C. 
Davey}. All adult males have vivid-red iris, females similar, but 
sometimes a shade lighter. Intensity can vary to some extent 
with mood (P.). Fullagar}. Juveniles have hazel iris. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Monotypic. Some­
times considered subspecies of A. gibberifrons. Ripley (1942; 
Fig.2A) showed that A. gibberifrons of Indonesia and Anda­
man Is differed from gracilis and Chestnut Teal A. castanea, 
in having pronounced enlargement of frontal sinus. Parker et 
al. (1985) regard gibberifrons and gracilis as allospecies, stating 
that gibberifrons includes A.g. albogularis of Andaman Is and 
that gracilis includes remissa of Rennell I., Solomon Is. 
However, A. albogularis is distinct island species restricted to 
Andaman Is (P.J. Fullagar; see Phillips 1923; Scott 1988). Mees 
(1982) and White and Bruce (1986) suggest that gibberifrons 
and gracilis likely to intergrade in Indonesia. 
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Chestnut Teal Anas castanea 
1. Adult male breeding 
2. Adult male non-breeding 
3. Adult female 
4. Juvenile 
5. Downy young 
6. Adult male breeding (flight), ventral 
7. Adult female (flight), dorsa l 

Grey Teal Anas gracilis 
8. Adult 
9. Juvenile 
10. Downy young 
11. Adult 
12. Adult 
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