






















barred in female) (BWP); distinction diff icult (especiall y for 
female) and also dependent on timing and extent of moult; 
technique has not been tested in HANZAB area. First winter 
males have shorter, blunter spurs (all <12 mm, most <11) than 
adults(> 11 mm) (Westerskov 1957b). Presence of sheaths at base 
of rectrices has been advocated for ageing first adults (Westerskov 
1957b) but has limited appl ication and alone is unreliable. Bursa 
of Fabricus present, enlarged until about Week 12, thereafter 
regressed (see Mercer-Oltjen & Woodard 1987). For details of 
ageing on diameter of calamus of p1 see Greenberg et al. (1972) and 
Hill & Robertson (1988). 

GEOGRAPHICAL VA RIATION Pronounced, complex; 
30--40 subspecies recognized in four subspecies groups, three 
treated above; principalis-chrysomelns group most like nominate 
group; see Delacour (1951), Dement'ev & Gladkov (1952), 
Westerskov (1956b), Vaurie (1965), Glutz von Blotzheim et al. 
(1973), H ill & Robertson (1988), and Peters for discussions of 
variation and indigenous distribution. 

Often assumed that taxa introduced to HANZAB area were 
pure representati ve subspecies, but this not confirmed; here use of 
subspecifi c epithet refers to subspecies group only. NZ: colchicus 
first introduced from England in 1842 and well establi shed before 
torquatus was introduced from China in 1851; mongolicus imported 
from England and first released in 1923 and mutant 'tenebrosus' first 
introduced 1938; also numerous releases of locall y bred hybrids 
(Westerskov 1955a). Some isolated populations strongly resem­
ble a particular parental stock but most are hybrids that are 
typicall y dark lik e colchicus but with broad white collar; this phe­
notype may predominate because colchicus has greater survival rate 
and white neck geneticall y dominant (Westerskov 1963a). Aust.: 
numerous introductions since at least 1855 ti ll at least 1969 (see 
Long 1981); most introductions failed, apparently including all 
on mainland and Tas. Li ttl e information avail able on origins of 
released birds; torquatus and ' tenebrosus' released mainland Tas. 
(Long 1981) and King I. ; because there is so much hybridization, 
Aust. CL did not apply subspecific names; unconfirmed reports 
from aviculturalists that birds are close to pure mongolicus on 
Flinders 1., Tas.; colchicus on islands of Corner Inlet, Vic.; and 
torquatus on Rottnest 1., WA. 
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Common Pheasant Phasianus colchiws (page 377) 
1 Adult male, hybrid colcllicus x torquatus, NZ; 2 Ad ult female, hybrid colchicus x torquatus, NZ; 3 Adult male, nominate colchiws; 4 Adult male, 
subspecies mongolicus; 5 Adult ma le, subspecies torqrwtus; 6 Adult female, subspecies torquatus; 7 Adult female, subspecies mongolicus; 8 Downy 
young, nominate colclliws; 9 Downy young, subspecies mongolicus; 10 Downy young, subspecies torquatus; 11 JuvenHe, hybrid co/clzicus x torquatus, 
NZ; 12 Adult male, hybrid colchicus x torquatus, NZ; 13 Adult female, hybrid colcllicus x torquahts, NZ 

© Peter Marsack 


