















































90 Acanthisittidae

of two females and two males from Nelson region with two adult
males and one unsexed adult from L. McArthur (s. Fiordland
NP), indicates L. McArthur birds have greener upperparts (this
study). DNA sequencing of a 202 base-pair region of the
mitochondrial 12S gene (a slowly evolving gene) reveals a
0.5% sequence difference between the green morph from
Fiordland NP and the population from Nelson, n. SI; this is
compatible with a period of genetic separation between
populations in s. ST and n. SI (Cooper 1994). For the 202 base-
pair fragment, sequence differences between Bush Wren and
Rock Wren are 6.4% (Fiordland populations of Rock Wren)
and 6.0% (n. SI populations of Rock Wren); Riflemen differ by
5.4% and 6.0% from Fiordland and n. SI populations of Rock
Wrens (Cooper 1994).

GREEN MORPH (Fiordland NP, s. SI). Very similar to
populations farther N but wing possibly shorter and culmen
possibly longer in green morph, but only three skins of green
morph available (Falla 1953; Oliver). Description based on two
adult male skins and one unsexed adult skin (NMNZ) collected
at L. McArthur, Fiordland NP; differ from adult males collected
from Arthurs Pass (w. Canterbury, e. West Coast) and Nelson
by: HEAD AND NECK: Forehead, crown and nape, olive (c51).
Sides of neck, bright olive (c50). UPPERPARTS: Mantle, back,
scapulars, rump and uppertail-coverts, bright olive (150).
UNDERPARTS: Flanks, rich yellow (c55). UPPERWING: Marginal
and median secondary coverts, olive (50) with greenish-blue
(164) tinge when viewed from certain angles. Greater second-
ary coverts, brown (28) on most of inner web, olive (51) on
outer web and at tip. Marginal and median primary coverts,
black-brown (119) with olive (51) fringe. Outer webs of remiges,
dark green (260) at edges, combining to form dark-green (260)
panel on folded wing.

Degree of sexual dimorphism apparently varies geographi-
cally (Soper 1961; Heath 1989), with populations in Fiordland
NP more sexually dimorphic than at other locations. Females
from Homer Tunnel, n. Fiordland NP, are similar in appearance
to females from Nelson, n. SI, and slightly browner than
females from L. McArthur (s. Fiordland NP), and richer green
than females from farther N, in Arthurs Pass (Soper 1961).
Males from Homer Tunnel are very similar to males from L.
McArthur (s. Fiordland NP) but much greener than males from
the Nelson region and Arthurs Pass (Soper 1961). Further
research needed to assess the relationship between age, sex,
locality and plumage.
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Rifleman Acanthisitta chloris (page 60)
NOMINATE CHLORIS: 1 Adult male; 2 Adult female; 3 Juvenile male, heavily streaked individual; 4 Juvenile male, lightly streaked individual;
5 Juvenile female; 6 Adult male

Bush Wren Xenicus longipes (page 76)
NOMINATE LONGIPES: 7 Adult, bright individual; 8 Adult, dull individual
SUBSPECIES VARIABILIS: 9 Age uncertain

Rock Wren Xenicus gilviventris (page 81)
10 Adult male, typical individual; 11 Adult male, green morph; 12 Adult female
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