






















80 Acanthisittid ae 

BILLS (3) 16.2 (0.57; 15.4-16.7; 4) 
(4) 14.5 (0.97; 13.1- 15.8; 6) 
(5) 15.7 (0.85; 14.5- 17.3; 10) 
(9) 16 

TARSUS (3) 26.0 (0.41; 25.6-26.5; 5) 
(4) 23.4 (0.75; 22.8-24.6; 6) 
(5) 25.0 (0.66; 24.2-26.3; 7) 

WEIGHTS Subspecies variabili s, Big South Cape !. , from 
museum labels (NMNZ): adult male, 15; adult female, 17. 

STRUCTURE Wing short; ti p of longest primary of folded 
wing reaches to about half length of tail. Ten primari es; p6 
longest (sometimes pS or p7 equal longest) , pl O 9.0-14.0 mm 
shorter, p9 3.0-6.5, p8 1.0-3.5, p7 0-2.0, pS 0-1.0, p4 1.0-3.5, 
p3 2.0-5.0, p2 2.5-6.0, pl3.0- 7 .0. Slight emargination of outer 
web of p5-p8, sometimes also p9; sli ght emargination of inner 
web of p6-pl0 or p7-pl 0. Nine secondaries, including three 
tert ials; tip of longest terti a! does not reach p 1 on folded wing. 
Tail very short, sli ghtly rounded at tip; ten rectrices; tll ongest , 
t2-t4 about same length as t1, tS c. 2 mm shorter than tl. Bill 
short, about same length as head or slightly shorter; upper 
mandible sli ghtly downcurved; lower mandible fairl y straight; 
gonys inclined sli ghtly upward. Tip of upper mandible sli ghtly 
overhangs tipofl ower mandible. Nostril s occupy about half length 
of exposed culmen. Tarsus very long; scaling: non-bi-laminate, 
single large scale with very indistinct notches on anteri or 
surface with no division between anteri or and posterior surface. 
Mi ddle front toe longest, 19.4 mm (0.93; 18.7-20.5; 5) includ­
ing claw; inner front toe 75-85% length of middle front; outer 
front toe 70- 80%; hind toe 80-90%. Claw of hind toe sli ghtly 
shorter than toe, c. 8 mm long. 

AGEING Littl e known. Juvenile similar to adult (see des­
cripti on above, and Geographical Variation below), but possibly 
distinguished by browner upperpartS, and white shaft s and pale 
centres near tips of some feathers ofhindneck, mantle and sides 
of neck. None of the published descri pti ons or illu strations of 
juvenil es mention white shafts to feathers of hindneck and 
upperparts (Ogilvi e-Grant 1905; Oli ver), but these. may simply 
have been overlooked and possibl y form a distinguishing fea­
ture of juvenil es. 

SEXING Compari son of fiv e female and seven male longipes, 
and seven male and two female variabili s showed no consistent 
difference in plumage between sexes (this study). Further, 
published information (Ogilvie-Grant 1905; Oliver) suggests 
no difference between males and females. Adult female variabili s 
apparently have longer Wing and Tarsus than adult males (this 
study) but samples small. (For discussion of descripti on of so­
call ed female longipes in Sclater [1 888], see descripti on of 
juvenile plumage.) 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Poorl y understood. 
Three subspecies recognized (Heather & Robertson 1997; 
Oli ver; NZCL) . Wi thin nominate longipes, there is sli ght vari­
ation in tone of upperparts, forehead, crown and nape (see 
Plumages, above); one unsexed skin (CM) fr om Southland, 
s. Sl , resembles variabilis (this study). Not known if vari ation in 
tone of upperparts and head in longipes is related to sex or age, 
or is individual vari ation. 

SUBSPECIES VARIABILIS: Very simil ar to /ongipes, but with 
shorter Wing, Tarsus (P<O.Ol , sexes combined), Tail and BillS 
(P<O.OS, sexes combined). Plumage descripti on based on skins 

of eight adults (including holotype) and one juvenile (A M, 
CM) and published information (Stead 1936; Oli ver). Differ­
ences from nominate longipes: Adult HEAD AND NECK: Hind neck, 
brownish (c28). Supercilium, off-white (ne), more diffuse above 
!ores compared with nominate longipes. UPPERPARTS: Mantle, 
scapulars and back, brownish ( c28, 33) on mantle, grading to 
oli ve-brown (c29) on back and scapulars; some have dark-oli ve 
( c48) tinge to mantle, back and scapulars. Rump and uppertail ­
coverts, dark oli ve (c47). UNDERPARTS: Flanks, brownish grey 
(c79) with dull-oliv e (51) tinge. UPPERWING: All marginal and 
median coverts, outer webs of greater secondary coverts, and 
outer edges of remiges, dull oli ve (cSl). UNDERWING: All 
marginal coverts, very pale yell ow (cl57) or off -white (ne), 
combining with marginal upperwing-coverts to form off-white 
(ne) leading edge at carpal joint. Juvenile One skin of a not 
fully grown juvenile (CM) very similar to adult, but some 
feathers of hindneck and sides of neck have white shaft s. 

Stead ( 1936) stated that colour of upperparts varied within 
vari abili s, independently of age or sex. A ll gradations between 
descripti on above and greenest longipes were seen on islands 
SW of Stewart !. , and birds of vari ous colours formed pairs 
(Stead 1936). 

SUBSPECIES STOKESII: Very poorl y known. Only three skins 
known (N ZCL) and none examined here. Adult stokesii 
described as having shining slate-blue sides of neck and chest 
tinged, in certain li ghts, with greenish; and a patch of pure 
yellow feathers on otherwi se yell owi sh green fl anks (Ogil vie­
Grant 1905). Description of skin of adult Rock Wren X . gilviventris 
in Sclater (1888) is actuall y of an immature (i. e. probably 
juvenil e) Bush Wren X .l. stokesii (Ogil v ie-Grant 1905); origi­
nall y this juvenile was described as being purplish brown above, 
tinged with oliv e on the lower part of back, and purpli sh white 
beneath, shining in certain li ghts, and with the sides and 
abdomen olivaceous (Gray 1862); illu strations of stokesii in 
Ogil v ie-Grant 1905) indicate upperpartS and underparts of 
juvenile browner than adult , and that adult stokesii have darker 
bluish-grey underparts and richer yell ow posterior part of super­
cilium than adult longipes. 
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Rifleman Acanthisitta chloris (page 60) 
NOMINATE CHLORIS: 1 Adult male; 2 Adult female; 3 Juvenile male, heavily streaked individual; 4 Juvenile male, lightly s treaked individual; 
5 Juvenile female; 6 Adu lt male 

Bush Wren Xenicus longipes (page 76) 
NOMINATE LONGIPESc 7 Adult, bright individual; 8 Adult, dull individual 
SUBSPECIES VARIABJLJS : 9 Age uncertain 

Rock Wren Xenicus gilviventris (page 81) 
10 Adult male, typical individual; 11 Adult male, green morph; 12 Adult female 
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