












1977; Stidolph 1978; Sharrock 1981; Paton & Barrington 
1985; CSN). Recorded nesting in gardens and near houses, 
including in hedges and beneath a verandah (Stidolph 1974; 
Hoskin 1991; CSN 39). Mostly feed on ground in parks and 
gardens; may become tame and enter buildings to feed (Stidolph 
1974; Paton & Barrington 1985; Goodwin; CSN 23). Usually 
loaf on powerlines (Stidolph 1974; CSN 34, 39) or in trees 
(Stidolph 1978). 

DISTRIBUTION AND POPULATION Introduced to 
Aust. and NZ, though viability of any population not certain. 
For other introductions of collared doves, see Long (1981). 

Aust. First recorded suburban Sydney in Aug. 1946 
(McGill 1948); no longer present. Feral population of c. 15 
birds found Wattle Grove, near Perth, WA, in 1975; extir­
pated by Agriculture Protection Board (Long 1981 ). Aviary 
escapes apparently developing feral population in Darwin, NT 
(CCNT); breeding recorded Fannie Bay in 1975 (H.A.F. 
Thompson & D.K. Goodfellow). Isolated aviary escapes can 
occur anywhere near human settlement (e.g. former RAOU 
Headquarters at Moonee Ponds, Vic.) (McGill1948; Reynolds 
1979; Paton & Barrington 1985; Long 1988; Veerman 1991; 
NSW Bird Rep. 1985) and pairs sometimes recorded breeding 
(Jack 1963; Sharrock 1981; Paton & Barrington 1985). 

NZ Many imported and released, from about 1862 till at 
least 1920s; acclimatization societies in Canterbury, Nelson 
and possibly Auckland began importing Doves in mid-1860s. 
Wild birds said to have occurred Christchurch and Dunedin in 
1920s but populations now gone (Thomson 1922; Long 1981). 
Feral populations have become established at Whaketane (Falla 
et al. 1981; CSN); at Masterton, since c. 1971 (Stidolph 1974, 
1977); and at Rotorua, since c. 1978 (NZCL). Also, pair said 
to be resident at Mangere; and two colonies said to be well 
established at Havelock North (CSN). Isolated aviary escapes 
could occur anywhere near settled areas (CSN). 

Escapees often seen with Spotted Turtle-Doves (CSN). 
Feral populations rarely flourish away from artificial supplies of 
food, and may rely on continued releases to maintain 
populations (Goodwin). 

• 

MOVEMENTS Almost no information from wild birds in 
HANZAB region. In NZ, a pair said to be resident at Mangere 
(CSN 33-35); since introduction, constant inhabitant of 
Masterton area (Stidolph 1974, 1977). 

Streptopelia 'risoria' 865 

FOOD Seeds, fruit and scraps; taken from ground, usually in 
open habitats. Feral and semi-feral populations usually survive 
only by access to artificial sources of food (Goodwin; NZRD). 
No detailed studies in HANZAB area. Observed eating berries 
of Acmenasmithii (Myrtaceae) (Paton & Barrington 1985) and 
Coprosma (Rubiaceae) (CSN 23). 

SOCIAL ORGANIZATION Only established in NZ 
where few details of birds in wild. Studied in captivity in Aust. 
by Davies (1974a,b); some breeding notes in Anon. (1974). 
Better known extralimitally (e.g. Lehrmann 1964; Davies 1965, 
1970); see BWP and Urban et al. (1986) for details of African 
and Eurasian Collared-Doves. In NZ, often recorded singly 
(e.g. CSN 32, 33, 34, 35, 38, 39, 41), but colonies mentioned 
in literature (e.g. CSN 39); Stidolph (1974) observed up to 12 
coming to food. One small group noted spending much time 
perching in tree and preening (Stidolph 1978). 

SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR Feral populations in NZ poorly 
known (see Social Organization). Detailed extralimital stud­
ies, especially of Bowing Display, by Davies (1965, 1970). In 
NZ, said to be exceptionally confiding (Stidolph 1974). In 
steady or heavy rain observed standing almost vertically (nor­
mal posture when perched more or less horizontal) thereby 
shedding raindrops more easily; occasionally shook (Stidolph 
1978). Stidolph (1974) refers to young soliciting food. 

VOICE No information for HANZAB region. Following 
from Goodwin. For more details, including sonagrams, see 
BWP. Sonagrams in Davies (1965). NON-VOCAL SOUNDS: Wing­
clap during Display Flight (BWP). 

Adult ADVERTISING CALL: Mellow ku, k'rroo (wa) or ku, 
kuroo( wa) where wa is apparent inspiration, audible at close 
quarters, and u is as in put and oo as in boot. Cooing of female 
softer, with the trilling rr perhaps more pronounced. DISPLAY 
CALL and NEST CALL similar to Advertising Call. EXCITEMENT 
CALL: High-pitched jeering laugh heh-heh-heh; used in aggres­
sive circumstances. 

BREEDING Virtually unknown in HANZAB region; some 
information from NZRD but source unknown and probably 
based on extralimital observations; studied in captivity in 
Aust. by Davies (1974a). 

Season In NZ, nested spring 1990 (CSN 39, 1992); 
dependent young out of nest, mid-Oct.; nest with egg, early 
Oct.; collecting twigs in garden, mid-Jan. (Stidolph 1974). In 
Aust.: successful breeding, Jan., NT (H.A.F. Thompson & 
D.K. Goodfellow); a juvenile with two adults, and a nest with 
one dead nestling found in SA in late Feb. (Paton & Barrington 
1985). In captivity: breeding starts abruptly in July, peaks in 
Aug., with activity declining thereafter and reaching a low 
level by Mar., though a few eggs continued to be laid till June 
(Davies 1974a). Site In NZ, in Akeake plant in garden 
(Stidolph 1974); in Casuarina hedge (CSN 39, 1992). No 
information for Aust. Nest, Materials Said to be shallow 
platform of twigs (NZRD). Eggs Said to lay two white eggs 
(NZRD). Laying In captivity, median interval between pair­
ing and laying of first egg, 12 days in Aug., 8 days in Nov., 9 
days in Jan. and c. 60 days in Mar. (Davies 1974a). Incubation 
For one pair in captivity: male incubated between c. 07:00 and 
16:00, female for rest of time (Anon. 1974). INCUBATION 
PERIOD: 14 days (Anon. 1974). 

Young Semi-altricial, nidicolous. Hatch in yellow down; 
first quills appear at 4 days. Parents sit tight for first 3 days; 
stand over young on hot days (Anon. 1974). Fledging to 



866 Columbidae 

maturity In captivity, leave nest before fully feathered; do not 
go back to nest to roost (Anon. 1974). Success Nest blown 
down by strong winds a day or so after laying (Stidolph 1974 ). 

PLUMAGES Insufficient material in Aust. or NZ museums 
for complete text on Plumages and related matters. For full 
descriptions of African and Eurasian Collared-Doves see BWP, 
and Urban et al. (1986); for discussion of risoria, see Goodwin. 
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Barbary Dove Streptopelin 'risorin' (page 864) 
1 Adult; 2 Juvenile; 3, 4 Adult 

Rock Dove Columba Iivia (page 838) 
5 Adult, ancestral type; 6 Adult, dark variant; 7 Juvenile; 8, 9 Adult, ancestral type 
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