








































750 Sterninae 

WING (3) 
(4) 

T6 (3) 
(4) 

Tl (3) 
(4) 

BILL (3) 
(4) 

BILL D(N) (3) 
(4) 

BILL D(G) (3) 
(4) 

TARSUS (3) 
(4) 

TOEC (3) 
(4) 

UN SEXED AND SEXES COMBINED 

266.4 ( 6.34; 256--278; 17) 
260.9 (5.57; 250--269; 16) 
190.4 (15.34; 175-223; 8) 
194.0 (13.29; 173-211; 7) 
75.1 (2.38; 71-80; 17) 
75.3 (3.96; 68-80; 15) 
40.3 ( 1.78; 37.7-43.4; 18) 
39.6 (2.03; 36.1-42.9; 13) 
8.4 (0.43; 7.7-9.1; 14) 
8.4 (0.54; 7.5-9.2; 9) 
7.4 (0.43; 6.8-8.4; 18) 
7.3 (0.39; 6.7-8.0; 8) 

21.8 (0.86; 20.2-23.4; 18) 
21.3 (0.78; 20.0--22.8; 16) 
29.4 (1.56; 27.0--32.7; 18) 
28.2 (1.31; 25.7-30.0; 15) 

WA birds have significantly shorter wing and middle toe. 
(5) Aust., subadults: unsexed juvenile (QM) and first 

immature non-breeding female (SAM). 

UN SEXED JUVENILE IMMATU RE FEMALE 

WING (5) 261 
T6 (5) 139 140 
T1 (5) 75 
BILL (5) 35.1 40.4 
BILL D(N) (5) 8.5 8.2 
BILL D(G) (5) 7.1 7.8 
TARSUS (5) 22.1 20.7 
TOEC (5) 28.8 28.7 

The juvenile had measurements similar to adult, except 
for shorter bill and short outer rectrix. The first immature had 
bill-length like adult but still has short tail-streamers. 

WEIGHTS Little Aust. data. Aust., sexes combined, mu­
seum labels (AM, ANWC, QM, WAM): Aust. excluding WA, 
149.8 (24.8; 128-177; 5); WA, 127.3 (12.42; 112-142; 4). 
Juvenile, from Brisbane (QM) , weighed 75 g. 

STRUCTURE Wing, long, slender, pointed. Eleven prim­
aries: p10 longest, p9 4-8 mm shorter, p8 19-28, p7 37-48, 
p6 59-70, p5 79-94, p4 102- 117, p3 122-135, p2 139-154, 
p1150-168; p11 pointed, c. 35 mm long, concealed by greater 
primary coverts; no emarginations. Eighteen secondaries, 
including five poorly defined tertials; longest tertials extend to 
p3 or p4 on folded wing. Tail, deeply forked; adults have 
elongated outer rectrices, forming long tail-streamers; juven­
iles lack elongated tail-streamers but still have deeply forked 
tail; 12 rectrices; in adults: t1 shortest, t6147-101 mm longer, 
t5 74-56, t4 53-35, t3 24-15, t2 12-5; in one juvenile: t1 
shortest, t6 65 mm longer, t5 49, t4 33, t3 19, t2 8. Bill, stout 
for Sterna, but slender compared with Sooty Tern. Tarsus, 
similar to that of Sooty Tern but toes proportionately longer 
(same length as those of larger Sooty Tern). Tarsus, long, 
slender and rounded; scutellate. Toes, long; webs between 
front toes, deeply incised; outer toe c. 84% of middle, inner c. 
68%, hind c. 31%. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Slight; four subspecies 
usually recognized. Small samples suggest WA birds slightly 
smaller than populations elsewhere in Aust. (see Measure-

ments). Subspecies antarctica of w. Indian Ocean differs from 
anaethetus by slightly smaller size; smaller black cap; white 
collar (though worn Aust. birds can have white collar; see 
Plumages); and paler upperparts and whiter underparts. Outer 
web of t6 often all-white but outer rectrices similar to nom­
inate anaethetus. Subspecies melanoptera of Atlantic Ocean, 
paler and smaller still, but otherwise similar to Indian Ocean 
birds, except for all-white tail-streamers and larger white bases 
to t4 and t5. Subspecies nelsoni of e. Pacific Ocean, similar to 
anaethetus, but with paler upperparts, and tail-pattern like that 
of melanoptera. For further details, see BWP, Olsen & Larsson 
(1995). 
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Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetns (page 738) 
1 Adult breeding; 2 Juvenile; 3 Adult breeding; 4 Adult non-breeding; 5 Juvenile 

Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata (page 752) 
6 Adult breeding; 7 Adult non-breeding; 8 Juvenile; 9 Adu lt breeding; 10 Juvenile; 11 Older immature 
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