






































WEIGHTS (1) Aust., adults, skins; sex from museum labels 
(AM, MV, QM, WAM). (2) Kermadec Is, live; sexed by cloacal 
examination (A.J.D. Tennyson). 

MALES FEMALES 

(1) 155.6 (33.66; 107-217; 13) 157.9 (34.51; 117-200; 6) ns 
(2) 239.1 (29.95; 183-285; 19) 249.3 (30.26; 187-280; 15) ns 

Differences between Aust. and Kermadec samples partly 
because Aust. specimens include beachcast birds, which often 
die of disease or starvation, which reduces weight. However, 
heaviest Kermadec birds heavier than heaviest Aust. birds 
known to have been collected from colonies. 

Aust., juveniles, sexes combined (AM, ANWC, QM): 
107.2 (16.24; 75-145; 12), including specimens collected at 
colonies and beachcast birds. 

STRUCTURE Wings, long and pointed. Eleven primaries: 
p10 longest, p9 0-11 mm shorter, p8 16-30, p7 41-52, p6 61-
79, p5 86-109, p4 111-130, p3 134-160, p2 154-180, p1166-
198; p 11 pointed, c. 40 mm long, concealed by greater primary 
coverts; no emarginations. Eighteen secondaries, including 
about six tertials; little difference between innermost second­
aries and outermost tertials. Longest tertials reach to p3 or p4 
on folded wing. Three humerals, half length of longest tertia!. 
Twelve rectrices; in adults, tail deeply forked with t6 elon­
gated, forming tail-streamers (see Measurements): t1 shortest, 
t2 2-10 mm longer, t3 10-18, t4 24-37, t5 46-60, t6100-132. 
In juveniles, tail forked but t6 not elongated: t1 shortest, t2 3-
5 mm longer, t3 8-14, t4 18-25, t5 26-37, t6 38-52. Bill from 
above, broad at base and laterally compressed at tip; in profile, 
straight, with sharply pointed and decurved tip; gonys, slightly 
angled; cutting edges of mandibles, finely serrated; bill similar 
in shape to, but slightly heavier than, bill of most Sterna of 
same size, including Bridled Tern. Bill, slightly shorter than 
length of head. Oil-gland, vestigial (and so lacks water-proof 
plumage) (BWP). Tarsus, short and slender, but rather long for 
a tern; scutellate. Toes quite long for Sterna; deeply incised 
webs between front toes; outer toe c. 87% of middle toe, inner 
c. 64%, hind 26%. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Slight, involving col­
oration of underparts and measurements. Number of subspe­
cies accepted varies, and status of all needs examination. 
Subspecies serrata (described above) often lumped with Indian 
Ocean nubilosa. Indian Ocean birds similar; differ by paler 
underparts (though grey tips to feathers on underparts of 
serrata lost with wear and underparts may then be as pale as 
those of nubilosa). Other Pacific Ocean subspecies (crissalis, 
oahuensis, and luctuosa) all similar to Aust. and Indian Ocean 
subspecies and further work needed to ascertain status. Sub­
species kerrnadeci also recorded from HANZAB region and 
supposed to breed Kermadec Is. However, type-specimen of 
kermadeci described from Sydney (Mathews 1916). Males on 
Kermadec, Lord Howe and Norfolk Is, similar to male serrata, 
but generally slightly larger (see Measurements) with thicker 
bill . Nominate fuscata of Atlantic Ocean differs from all other 
subspecies by mostly white underparts, underwing-coverts and 
tail-coverts, with only slightly grey tinge on flanks and belly in 
fresh plumage (see BWP). 
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Volume 3, Plate 42 

Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetns (page 738) 
1 Adult breeding; 2 Juvenile; 3 Adult breeding; 4 Adult non-breeding; 5 Juvenile 

Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata (page 752) 
6 Adult breeding; 7 Adult non-breeding; 8 Juvenile; 9 Adu lt breeding; 10 Juvenile; 11 Older immature 
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