






















Recurvirosrra novaehollandiae 797 

Above data indicate that bill and tarsus are not fully grown RECOGNITION For distinguishing downy young, see Black­
at fledging. A worn juvenile with bill of 85.3 and tarsus of 85.9 winged Stilt. 
suggests that bill and tarsus approach full size before post-juvenile 
moult . Wing and p8 are longer in adults than in juvenil es and GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None. 
immatures. 

WEIGHTS Werribee, Vic., from cannon-net catches in late 
Nov. and early Jan.; colour of head and scapulars was used to age 
birds; with new information on wear of plumages, it now appears 
that some 'immatures' may have been worn adults (i.e. at an 
earli er stage of pre-basic moult); nevertheless, they appear li ghter 
than adults in which moult was nearing completion (significantly 
so in females) (Rogers 1990): (1) adults; (2) 'immatures'. 

(I) 
(2) 

MALES 

325.9 (25 07; 270-390; 25) 
308.2 (16.95; 285-380; 10) 

FEMALES 

322.8 (20.79; 270-360; 18) ns 
300.2 (21 .48; 270- 345; l3) ns 

STRUCTURE Wing, long and rather broad for a wader; 
sli ghtly rounded at tip. Eleven primari es; p10 longest, p9 1-6 
shorter, p8 8-17, p7 20-28, p6 32-40, p5 47-55, p4 61-70, p3 73-
85, p2 85-95, p1 96-108; p11, small and slender, only extending 
slightly beyond tips of outer greater primary coverts. Eighteen 
secondaries, about fi ve of which are terti als. Ttp of longest tertia! 
li es about level with tip of p 7 when wing fo lded. Tail, rather short 
and square-tipped; 12 feathers. Bill, long, slender and upcurved; 
fragil e and fl exible at tip. Nostril s, slit -like. Tarsus and tibia, long 
and slender with reticulate scaling; lower half of tibia, unfeathered. 
Front toes rather short, with straight, sharply pointed and short 
claws; strongly indented webs between basal two-thirds. Outer 
toe c. 85% length of middle, inner toe c. 80%. Hindtoe, very short, 
not reaching ground when birds are standing. 

SEXING Rogers (1990) demonstrated clear separation be­
tween individuals with steeply upcurved and sli ghtly upcurved 
bi ll s and suggested this was a sexual difference, as reported in Pied 
Avocet (BWP) and American Avocet (Hamilton 1975). In li ve 
birds the difference is obvious to the naked eye, provided birds of 
both bill-shapes are present for comparison; see colour plate for 
illu stration. Curvature of bill can be measured from tracings of 
bill s by calculating radius at the point of maximum curvature (see 
Rogers 1990). Rogers (1990) data for radii of curvature in li ve 
adults are presented below (I , 2); he separated data for fl at and 
steep-bill ed birds, which have been treated here as male and 
female respecti vely. Note that to some extent these data exagger­
ate overlap between steep-and fl at-bill ed birds because error i!1 
measurement occurs when tracing outlines of bill and selecting 
point of maximum curvature. Data from adult skins are also 
presented below (3 ); they vary more (probably because post­
mortem distorti on occurs) but confirm that bill is more steeply 
upcurved in females. In combination with pattern of primaries, 
curvature of bill is suffi cient to sex most individuals. Fresh juve­
niles cannot be sexed until bill is fu ll y grown; immatures show 
sexual dimorphism in bi ll -shape simil ar to that of adults. 

Table I Radius at point of maximum curvature of bill. (I) Adults, li ve; (2) 
immatures, liv e; (3) adult, skins. 

MAL ES FEMALES 
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Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostm novae/wllmtdiae (page 790) 
1 Adult male; 2 Adult female; 3 Downy young; 4 Juvenile, in fresh plumage; 5 Adult; 6 Adult 

Banded Stilt C/adorilyncillls leucocepltalus (page 780) 
7 Adult breeding (alternate); 8 Ad ult non-breeding (basic); 9 Downy young; 10 juvenile; 11 Adult breeding (alternate) 
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