


























212 Limnodrominae 

two age-classes distinguishable: adults have fresh primaries 
and attain much alternate plumage in Mar.-Apr.; first basic 
immatures have rather worn retained juvenile primaries, and 
attain virtually no alternate plumage when adults return to 
breeding areas. (2) From May to about Aug., only first 
immatures seem to stay in Aust. (but see below), retaining 
juvenile primaries (which become very worn) until complete 
second post-breeding moult begins July-Aug. (3) From late 
Aug. or early Sept. to about Nov., three age-classes separable: 
distinctive, newly arrived juveniles, retaining rather fresh ju­
venile primaries throughout this period; adults have worn 
primaries and begin complete moult of primaries on arrival in 
Aust.; birds in their second year (which were in our region for 
first austral winter), have more advanced moult of primaries 
than adults, and are separable until plO moulted (much more 
worn than in adults). 

One captured nw. Aust., late Sept. (AWSG), differed 
from above, having primary-moult N7410 2 (as advanced as 
would be expected in first-immature post-breeding moult) but 
with outer primaries too fresh to have been retained from 
juvenile plumage. This suggests that not all birds spending 
austral winter in our region are in first year. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None. Relationships 
discussed in Pitelka (1948) and Rand (1950). 
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Volume 3, Plate 4 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosn lnpponica (page 82) 
1 Adult male breeding; 2 Adult female breeding; 3 Adult female non-breeding; 4 Juvenile; 5, 6 Adult 

Asian Dowitcher Lim11odronws semipalwatus (page 206) 
7 Adult breeding; 8 Adult breeding; 9 Adult non-breeding; 10 Juvenile; 11, 12 Adult 
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