






















566 Rallidae 

mostly straight but tomia and culmen gently decurved at tip; 
nares, slit-lik e. Body, laterall y compressed. Tarsus, sli ghtly later­
all y compressed, scutell ate. Toes fairly long and slender; inner c. 
83% length of middle, outer c. 80%, hind c. 44%. 

RECOGNITION Downy young differ from most other crakes 
in colour of bill: black with pinkish-white saddle at base of bill 
that spreads onto lower mandible with age. Newly hatched White­
browed Crakes Porzanacinerea are undescribed and may be simil ar 
to Spotl ess Crakes; their large downy chicks (readily distin­
guished by incoming plumage) have pink-brown saddle on bill 
between nares, which may be present in smaller chicks. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Slight, despite widespread 
distribution with many island populations. Aust. and NZ birds 
previously considered separate subspecies plumhea differing from 
nominate tabuensis (New Guinea, sw. Pacific islands, Luzon, 
Kermadec Is and Norfolk 1.) in longer wing and brighter, redder 
upperparts (Ripley 1977). However, colour of upperparts too 
varying and differences in wing-length too sli ght to support 
separation of fJlumbea and tabuensis; also sli ght clinal increase in 
wing-length with latitude (Onley l 982b). Two subspecies have 
been recognized in highlands of New Guinea (Ripley 1977), 
though status needs confirmation (see A madon 1942; Onley 
1982b; White & Bruce 1986). 
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Volume 2, Plate 45 

Spotless Crake Porza11a tabuensis (page 559) Nominate tabuensis 
1 Adult; 2 Small downy young; 3 Large downy young; 4 Juvenile; 5 Adult 

Ruddy Crake Porzana fusca (page 557) 
6, 7 Adult 

White-browed Crake Porzmw ci11ereus (page 567) 
8 Adu lt; 9 Large downy young; 10 Juvenile; 11 Adult 
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