




























and t9 narrower still; t1 c. 7-20 mm longer than t9. Vibration 
of splayed outer rectrices in display-flight causes distinctive 
pulsating hum (see Voice). Bill, straight, slender and very long 
(about twice length of head); upper mandible slightly bulbous 
at tip and projects 3-4 mm beyond tip of lower mandible; 
distal third of bill mostly pliable (though hard at extreme tip); 
can be lifted and curved upwards without opening rest of bill; 
base of bill sli ghtly laterally compressed with small slit-like 
nostrils set in shallow nasal groove running two-thirds length 
of bill. Eyes set far back on skull compared to other waders. 
Tarsus fairly short and sli ghtly laterally compressed; scutellate 
in front and behind. Outer toe 83% length of middle, inner 
73%, hind 35%. Claws, rather long, narrow and curved. 

RECOGNITION Plumages similar to those of other Gallinago 
snipe in our region; in the hand, Lathams's can be identified 
reliably by larger size (especially longer wings and tail) and 
structure of tail. See Recognition of Pin-tailed Snipe for full 
discussion. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None. 
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Latham's Snipe Gallinago lwrdwickii (page 29). It· 6 Tail 
1 Ad ult; 2 Juvenile; 3 First immature non-breedmg; 4, 5 Adu ' 

Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenum (page 38) 
7-10 Adult; 11 Tail 

Swinhoe's Snipe Gallinago lllegala (page 42) 16 T "] 
12 Adult; 13 Firs t immature non-breeding; 14, 15 Adult; at 
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