














mid-throat soon covered by white down. Legs and feet, dark 
grey (83) to grey-black (82), with grey hind edge to tarsus and 
pale creamy grey (c86) soles. Claws, light grey (ANWC). 

JUVENILE Iris, red-brown (132B). Bill, as downy 
young at fledging, but as adults when moulting into first im­
mature. 

MOULTS Based on skins (ANWC, MY, HLW) and 
observations in Melbourne Zoo. For information on moult in 
w. Palaearctic, see BWP. 

ADULT POST-BREEDING Pre-basic. Complete, 
beginning with head and neck. Primaries outwards, about two 
remiges growing per wing at one time. Recorded in Jan. and 
Feb. 

ADULT PRE-BREEDING Pre-alternate. Partial, 
involving head, neck and probably body, but not wings or tail. 
Birds completing this moult have been collected in late Sept. 
and late Oct.; some have completed moult in late Oct. 

POST-JUVENILE First basic. Feathers of head and 
neck replaced early in first winter; neck moult recorded in 
May (HL W). Gradual replacement of body-feathers and prob­
ably flight-feathers occurs later; no information on timing. A 
first immature with primary moult N505 (ANWC) suggests 
primary moult can be interrupted. 

MEASUREMENTS (1) Adult skins (MY, HL W, 
ANWC). (2) Skins, methods unknown (Amadon & Wool­
fenden 1952). 

MALES FEMALES 

WING (1) 275, 287, 294 267 (7.02; 256-275; 5) 
(2) 286 (4.3; 280-292; 5) 259.8 (4.5; 254-264; 5) 

8TH P (1) 179, 194, 202 183.2 (4.09; 179-188; 5) 
TAIL (1) 93, 98, 107 98.8 (4.21; 96-106; 5) 
BILL (1) 126.3, 140.0, 140.1 106.2 (5.76; 97.8-112.7; 5) 
TARSUS (1) 96.8, 101.9, 107.7 794 (7.27; 67.5-86.7; 5) 
TOE (1) 75.7, 79.2, 83.0 70.8 (2.48; 66.5-72.7; 5) 

WEIGHT Few data. Adult female, breeding: 485, 545, 
570; first immature female: 445, 525; first immature male: 580; 
unsexed juveniles: 490, 620 (data from MY, ANWC). No in­
formation on seasonal changes. 

STRUCTURE Wing, rather long and broad, slightly 
rounded. Eleven primaries, p8 usually longest, p10 3-9, p9 1-
3, p7 8-13, p6 23-31, p5 41-51, p4 56-71, p3 70-85, p2 81-97, 
p1 91-107; pll minute. Eighteen secondaries, four of tertia! 
form. Tail, short, square; 12 feathers, t1-t6 = 5 to -6. Bill, 
long and slender, higher than broad at base, evenly curved 
downwards. Upper mandible ridged, lower grooved; tip of bill 
slightly flattened. Nostrils, small and slit-like. Head and neck 
feathers, rather pointed and elongate in breeding season, 
shorter and rounder in other plumages. Legs, long and slen­
der, lower half of tibia bare; small web between middle and 
outer toe. Claws long, slightly curved, mid-claw slightly in­
cised on inner edge. Outer toe c. 85% middle, inner c. 75%, 
hind c. 40%. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None in Aust.; no 
subspecies. Mathews (1912) and others separated Aust. and 
Indonesian populations as subspecies peregrinus from nomi­
nate subspecies in Old World, on ground that it is smaller and 
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has different colour of crown in breeding plumage. Crown 
colour of adult breeding birds in Aust. seems similar to that of 
w. Palaearctic birds (described in BWP); measurements now 
available, including those above (Vaurie 1965; Amadon & 
W oolfenden 195 2) show no significant differences in size. 
Colour of bill of Aust. adults paler than in w. Palaearctic, 
where bill dark olive-brown (BWP), or North America, where 
bill dark-brown (Palmer 1962). Related White-faced Ibis P. 
chihi of w. USA, Mexico and South America sometimes con­
sidered conspecific (e.g. Palmer 1962); differs in breeding 
plumage by rim of white feathers bordering bare reddish 
facial-skin. DIR 
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Glossy Ibis Plegndis fnlc inellus 
1. Adu lt breeding 
2. Ad ult non-breed ing 
3. Juvenile 
4. Downy young 
5. Adult breeding 

Pied Heron Arden picn tn 
6. Ad ult breed ing 
7. Adult non-breedin g 
B. Ju venile 
9. Downy young 
10. Ad ult breed ing 

© Jeff Davies 


