
















1036 Ardeidae 

foreneck, upper breast and wing. 

MEASUREMENTS (1) Aust., adults, skins; methods as 
here (Schodde & Mason 1980). (2) Aust., adults, skins 
(MY). 

MALES FEMALES 

WING (1) 297.3 (7 .8; 58) 285.8 (8.1; 21) 
TAIL (1) 103.9 ( 1.8; 58) 98.3 (4.0; 21) 
BILL (1) 73.3 (4.3; 58) 69.1 (4.7; 21) 
TARSUS (1) 82.1 (3.6; 58) 79.3 (4.4; 21) 

UN SEXED 

8TH P (2) 209.4 (6.75; 196-218; 18) 

WEIGHTS Males 690-900, females 550-900 (Schodde 
& Mason 1980). No information on seasonal variation. 

STRUCTURE Wings, broad and rounded. Eleven pri­
maries; p8 longest, p 10 6-12 shorter, p9 0-6, p 7 1-5, p6 8-17, 
pS 25-33, p4 38-39, p3 51-62, p2 63-74, p1 74-87. P9 slightly 
emarginated on outer web, p9-p 10 emarginated on inner web. 
Sixteen to seventeen secondaries, including five tertials. Tail, 
square; 12 feathers, t1-t6 = 3-10. Three pairs of powder-down 
tracts; one on breast, one on insides of thighs, and one on 
extreme sides of rump. Bill about same length as head, heavy 
and broad at base; culmen decurved at tip, tomia slightly de­
curved at tip. Neck, short. Legs, proportionately shorter than 
those of most other Aust. herons; lower quarter of tibia bare; 
outer and middle toe basally joined by short web; outer c. 30% 
of middle, inner c. 72%, hind (including claw) c. 60%. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Aust. subspecies 
hilli (for use of novaehollandiae as subspecific name for Aust. 
race instead of hilli, see Schodde & Mason 1980) also occurs 
New Guinea, Lesser Sundas Is and w. Bismarck Arch. In New 
Hanover and New Britain, birds suspected to be intermediate 
between hilli and subspecies mandibularis (Amadon 1942; 
Peters), which occurs in e. Bismarck Arch. and Solomon Is. 
Subspecies mandibularis perhaps smaller (e.g. wing 265-277; 
bill 58-72); adults have rich-chestnut upperparts, chestnut 
extends round neck and across upper breast; nuchal plumes 
occasionally washed blackish along entire length; no super­
cilium (Amadon 1942). In e. Indonesia, birds suspected to be 
intermediate between hilli and subspecies manillensis 
(Amadon 1942; Hoogerwerf 1960; Peters), which occurs in 
Java, Philippines, Sulawesi and n. Borneo. Subspecies manil­
lensis is relatively large (e.g. wing c. 300-330); adults have 
darker upperparts than mandibularis with 'rich maroon' 
back; underparts much washed chestnut; nuchal plumes 
'smoky black or whitish with dusky bases and tips'; no super­
cilium, or poorly developed, with chestnut mixed with white. 
Three other subspecies from w. Pacific islands (one extinct) 
about same size as hilli, adults differing chiefly in colour of 
upperparts. Little geographical variation occurs in juveniles 
(Amadon 1942). Some evidence for interbreeding with Black­
crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax discussed by 
Hoogerwerf (1966), Hubbard (1976), Hancock & Kushlan 
(1984) and Sheldon & Marin (1985). 
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Rufous Night Heron N . 1 Adult "th yctlcomx cnledonicus 
2: Adult W I courtship flu sh 

3. Immature 
4. Juvenile 
5. Downy young 
6. Adult 
7. Juvenile 

Black-crowned Night Heron B. Adu lt Nycticorax nycticornx 

9. Juvenile 
10. Adult 
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