








MEASUREMENTS (1) Live birds; methods unknown 
(Rand 1959). (2) Live birds; methods unknown Oarvis 
1972). 

WING 
BILL 

TAIL 

(1) 
(1) 
(2) 
(1) 

MALES 

480 (450-510; 20) 
92 (88-97; 43) 
93.6 (0.29; 90-100; 10) 

189 (180-205; 16) 

FEMALES 

- (477-510; 16) 
91 (91-97; 51) 
91.4 (85-100; 10) 

191 (191-206; 30) 

Males slightly larger than females. For additional 
measurements, see Alexander (1928) and Witherby et al. 

(1943). Details of growth rates of chicks in Rand (1959), Jarvis 
(1971, 1974). 

WEIGHTS Live birds; after (1) Rand (1959); (2) Jarvis 
(1971): 

(1) 
(2) 

MALES FEMALES 

2665 (2523-3005; 55) 
2618(2296-2920; 61) 

2608 (2240-3291; 61) 
2669 (2381- 3118; 53) 

Undescribed in Aust. See Rand (1959), for monthly 
series of adult weights, from Apr. to Dec., of birds caught at 
sea. Rand (1959) gives mean weights: at start ofbreeding, males 
2722 (-; 23); during incubation, males 2634 (- ; 10), females 
2679 (-; 10); after chick rearing, males 2579 (-; 22), females 
2605 (-; 20). Males and females about the same weight; fe­
males showing greater variation (Rand 1959). Loss of weight 
apparently similar to Australasian Gannet (q.v.). Details of 
chick weights in Jarvis (1971, 1974). 

STRUCTURE Wing, long and broad. Eleven primaries, 
p8longest, p10 p9 p8 p7 p6 p5 p4 p3 p2 p1 pll minute. Tail, 
wedge-shaped; 12 rectrices, t1longest, t6 shortest. Bill longer 
than head, conical, high at base, tapering towards tip, where 
slightly curved. Backward serrations on upper and lower man­
dibles. Upper mandible composed of culminicorn and lateri­
corn, with secondary external nostril near gape. No external 
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nostrils. Tarsus, short and stout. Claws strongly curved; 
middle longest, pectinated. 

SEXING, AGEING Adults on measurements and 
length of gular streak (see above). Age categories on plumage 

and bare parts (see above). Adults breed when 2- 3 years old 
(Rand 1959; Jarvis 1972). 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None known. 
Often treated as full species in genus Sula (Sula capensis) or 
trinomially under Sula bassana (S. bassana capensis). Here, 
treated as one of three allospecies (bassana, capensis, serrator) 
forming a superspecies. 
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Aus tralasian Gannet Suln serrator 
1. Adult 
2. Immature 
3. Juvenile 
4. Downy young 
5. Adu lt, dorsal 
6. Adult, ventral 
7. Immatu.re, dorsal 
8. Juvenile, ven tral 

Cape Gannet Sula capensis 
9. Adul t 
10. Adult, dorsal 


