




















value of white bases of feathers of chin and throat for identi­
fication). 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Appearance of 
underparts of Black-bellied Storm-Petrel varies markedly (see 
Plumages). Two subspecies have been recognized: tropica and 
melanoleuca, the latter has a white belly and is restricted to 
Gough I. (Peters). However, status of Fregetta storm-petrels 
from Gough I. (and possibly Tristan da Cunha) uncertain, and 
populations need to be critically examined to determine the 
status and validity of melanoleuca. 

Original description of Fregetta melanoleuca ('a new spe­
cies of petrel'; Salvadori 1908) from Tristan da Cunha states: 
much larger (than F. grallaria), upperparts uniform brownish­
black, no white margins to feathers of back and with con­
cealed white bases to feathers of chin and throat. Salvadori did 
not consider melanoleuca a subspecies of F. tropica though 
Peters did, presumably on basis of characters listed by Salvad­
ori (see Recognition). However, White-bellied Storm-Petrels 
F.g. leucogaster (q.v.) also said to breed Tristan da Cunha and 
Gough. 

Confusion over status of melanoleuca obvious in litera­
ture: has been considered subspecies of White-bellied Storm­
Petrel (e.g. Bourne 1960; Swales 1965); others consider only 
White-bellied Storm-Petrels occur Tristan da Cunha and 
Gough (e.g. Imber 1983; Fraser et al. 1988); Peters considers 
both White-bellied (F.g. leucogaster) and Black-bellied (F.t. 
melanoleuca) occur there (Clancey 1981; Imber 1983). 

Some dina! variation in size from S. Shetland Is to NZ 
area, in accord with Bergmann's Rule; see Beck & Brown 
(1971) for details. RMO 
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Black-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregettn tropicn 
1. Adult typical, ventral 
2. Adult white-bellied, ventral 
3. Adul t, dorsal, fresh 
4. Adult, dorsal, worn 

White-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregettn grnllaria 
5. Adult, light morph, ventral, fresh 
6. Adult, light morph, dorsal, fresh 
7. Adult, light morph, dorsal, worn 
8. Adult, intermediate morph, ventral 
9. Adult, intermediate rnorph, dorsal 
10. Adult, dark morph, ventra l 
11. Adult, dark morph, dorsal 
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