




















In the hand, gavia readily distinguished from Little 
Shearwater by larger measurements (especially culmen) and 
underwing pattern of all dark primaries and dark criangle 
across wing-pit. Differences in head pattern useful in well­
preserved specimens, but caution required because of anom­
alies produced by feather displacement. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None known; Bell 
& Brathwaite (1964) claim that adults from Great Barrier I. 
consistently smaller than birds from Cook Str., but measure­
ments appear to fall within range (R. O'Brien). Formerly 
regarded as conspecific with Hutton's Shearwater (e.g. Ser­
venty 1939; Oliver) or Manx Shearwater (e.g. Murphy 1952). 
Forms superspecies with Manx Shearwater and Hutton's 
Shearwater (Peters). Usually regarded as distinct species on 
basis of biology (e.g. Bourne et al. 1988). 
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Manx Shearwater Pufjimts pufftnus 
1. Adu lt, ventra l 
2. Adult, dorsal 

Hutton's Shearwate r Puffinus lzuttoni 
3. Adult, ventra l 
4. Ad ult, dorsal 

Flutte ring Shearwater Puffin us gavin 
5. Adu lt, ventral 
6. Adu lt, dorsal 
7. Adult, dorsal, worn 
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