












but status there uncertain (King 1967). Probably to be found 
in waters near breeding islands (Pratt eta!. 1987). Recorded on 
Equator between 149-156°W (Pitman 1986). Extend N to 
Hawaii (Gould 1983); three tentative sightings in Fijian waters 
Oenkins 1986). Rare vagrant to A'asia; no records Aust. 

NZ. One collected 1913 Raoul I., Kermadec Is 
(Sorensen 1964); four ashore 7 Mar. 1913 (Oliver); Curtis I., 
unsubstantiated report of single live bird, 21 May 1982 
(Lovegrove 1982). 

MOVEMENTS Little information. No fixed breeding 
season but seen as far as 25°N in central Pacific (Gould 1983). 
Well-digested state of food brought to chicks suggests large 
foraging distances when breeding (Ashmole & Ashmole 
1967). Four prospecting birds recorded Kermadec Is 
(Oliver). 

PLUMAGES 
ADULT (Definitive basic). Presumably includes 

juvenile. HEAD AND NECK, black-brown (greyish 19), save for 
white patch on chin and throat with varying dark brown-grey 
(brownish 83) speckling at borders. Feathers, white with 
varying dark brown-grey (brownish 83) tips; as tips wear, size 
of throat patch increases. Interramal region, black-brown 
(greyish 19). UPPERPARTS, black-brown (c19); feathers have 
slightly greyer frosted tips. TAIL, black-brown (c119); feathers 
have concealed paler bases and inner webs. UPPERWING, 
black-brown (119); all feathers have dark-brown (121A) shafts, 
appearing blackish (82) at angle. UNDERPARTS. Upper breast, 
sides oflower breast, flanks and axillaries, dark greyish brown 
(greyish 119A), slightly greyer when fresh. Rest, white; under 
tail-coverts have brownish grey (79) mottled bars and dark­
grey (c83) shafts; mottling heavier on lateral under tail-coverts. 
UNDERWING. Greater under wing-coverts and primaries, dark 
grey-brown, with paler gloss in some direct lights, especially 
near bases of primaries. They merge to white bases, generally 
concealed by under wing-coverts. Usually small white stripe 
near front edge of underwing, extending both sides of junc­
tion of humerus and ulna; feathers, white with patchy dark­
grey areas. These absent on two specimens examined; 
unknown if this is individual variation or caused during prep­
aration of skin. Rest of under wing-coverts, black-brown 
(119). 

BARE PARTS 
ADULT, (POSSIBLY JUVENILE) Iris, dark brown 

(21). Bill, grey-black (c82); at least some adults have narrow 
whitish bands at base of ungues. Top of outer toe, distal two­
thirds of toes and webs, black; rest of feet and legs, flesh-pink 
(NZRD, NMNZ). 

MOULTS Based on Screiber & Ashmole (1970), who 
also give information on breeding season. 

ADULT POST -BREEDING Period at sea between 
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breeding season probably largely occupied by moult; duration 
of primary moult less than seven months. No primary moult 
recorded during incubation or while chicks small; few adults 
handled while chicks large, so possibility that moult of some 
adults starts before chicks fledge cannot be excluded. 

POST-JUVENILE, SUBSEQUENT MOULTS No 
information. 

MEASUREMENTS (1) Combined locations, skins; 
methods unknown; information on Murphy's measuring 
methods in account of Common Diving-Petrel (Murphy & 
Pennoyer 1952). (2) Skins (NMNZ). 

MALES FEMALES 

WING 
8TH P 
TAIL 
BILL 
TARSUS 
TOE 

(1) 276.6 (4.79; 267-285.5; 39) 2764 (6.51; 265-291; 39) 
(2) 183 186 
(1) 112.3 (3.09; 106.5-118.5; 39) 112.9 (3.46; 106.4-119.7; 39) 
(1) 27.8 (0.72; 26.6-29.7; 39) 27.9 (0.96; 25.5-29.3; 39) 
(1) 33.9 (0.83; 32.2-35.4; 39) 33.5 (0.80; 32.1-35.3; 39) 
(1) 44.9 (103; 43.4-47.3; 39) 44 (135; 415-46.5; 39) 

WEIGHTS At Christmas I. (Pac.) 269 g (n=lO) (Ashmole 
& Ashmole 1967). 

STRUCTURE (Only two examined). Wing, long and 
narrow. P10 longest; p9 4, p8 14-18, p7 34-35, p6 57, pS 82-
86, p4 103-118, p3 126-147, p2 150-167, p1 165-182. Tail, 
strongly rounded, 12 feathers, t1-t6=26. Bill, short; nasal 
tubes one-quarter of length, directed forwards. Outer toe, 
longest, middle toe 95-100% of length, inner 82%. 
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Tahiti Petrel Pterodromn rostra/a 
1. Adult, ventral 
2. Ad ult, dorsal 
3. Adult, head 

Phoenjx Petrel Pterodroma alba 
4. Adult, ventral 
5. Adult, dorsa l 
6. Adult, head 
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