






















354 Diomedeidae 

STRUCTURE Wing, long and narrow. Eleven pri­
maries; p10 longest, pll minute, p9 12-25, p8 37- 54, p7 
76- 96, p6 120-138, p5 164-183, p4 207- 235, p3 250-280, p2 
272-318, p1 284-347. Twenty-four secondaries; seven hu­
merals about two-thirds length of secondaries. Tail, wedge­
shaped; t6 108-117 longer than tl. Bill, slender and laterally 
compressed; deep at base. Culminicorn, concave (illustrated 
in Mathews 1910-27; Mathews & Iredale 1921; Murphy). 
Nares, rounded, point upwards, situated near base of upper 
mandible, between groove of culminicorn and latericorn. Ad­
ults have about 6-10 small transverse ridges at base of cul­
minicorn; these absent in juveniles and downy young. Feet, 
webbed. Middle and outer toes about equal, inner 80-85%; no 
hind claw. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None. Characters 
used to separate four subspecies (Nichols & Murphy 1914) 
found to vary when more specimens were examined 
(Murphy). DIR 
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Light-mantled Sooty Albatross Phoebetria palpebra fa 
1. Adult, dorsal, fresh 
2. Adult, ventral, fresh 
3. Adult, dorsal, worn 
4. Adult, ventrat worn 
5. Adult, head 
6. Ju venile, head 


