




















bust and hooked; bill, deep at base. Nares operculate, pointing 
forwards with well-rounded lumen and situated near base of 
bill, in groove of culminicorn and latericorn. Naricorn, broad 
and well rounded proximally. Arcuate growth-lines visible at 
proximal naricorn, base of ungues and base of ramicorn. Tar­
sus, slender and moderately rounded in cross-section; feet 
webbed. Claws long and curved. Outer and middle toes about 
equal in length, inner c. 86% of middle; hind toe absent. 

SEXING, AGEING Westerskov (1960) discusses vari­
ous methods for sexing epomophora; toe seems most accurate. 
At Campbell Is, toe measured: adult males, 24.8 mm (24.0-
24.7; 5), females 21.3 (20.7-22.1; 5); considered male if toe 
>24 mm; female <24 mm. For full details see Westerskov 
(1960). 

RECOGNITION Confusion possible with Wandering 
Albatross. Differ in plumages; structure of nostril and shape 
of naricorn: nostril points obliquely upwards in Wandering 
Albatross and naricorn less rounded (Murphy); bare parts: 
Royal has black line along tomia of upper mandible, 
horn coloured in Wandering Albatross; eyelids black in Royal 
Albatross. 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Subspecies sanfordi 
smaller than epomophora (Murphy 1917; Falla 1938) with 
darker wing, without white on upper wing-coverts; dark­
brown (121) greater under wing-coverts; development of plu­
mages also differ (Harrison 1979, 1985). 
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Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophorn epomoplzorn 
1. Juvenile, dorsal, Stage 1 
2. Juven ile, ventral, Stage 1 
3. Dorsal, Stage 2 
4. Dorsal, Stage 3 
5. Adu lt, dorsal, Stage 5 
6. Adult, ventral, Stage 5 
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