


























36-38, p12 minute. P11 emarginated on inner web. P10 emar-
ginated on outer web; slight on inner web. P9 slightly emar-
ginated on outer web. Fifteen secondaries, four of tertial form.
Short hair-like tail tuft. Bill, short, deep at base, pointed; deep
nasal groove. Nares, elongate-oval in shape. Feathered bor-
derline of culmen and frons, concave (D’Andria 1974). Tar-
sus, laterally compressed; less so in downy young. Feet lobed.
Middle claw, slightly pectinate. Outer and middle toes about
equal, inner c. 78% of middle, hind c. 27%.

Australasian Grebe

Fig. 5 Bill, from above Fig. 6 Nostrils
SEXING, AGEING Double row of separated scutes on
hind edge of tarsus, serrated; possibly fused in juvenile, diffi-
cult to determine in skins. It may be possible to identify
eclipse plumage, if it occurs, in live birds, using this character;
see criteria given in Kop (1971).
GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Variation slight.
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Hoary-headed Grebe
Poliocephalus poliocephalus
1. Adult breeding

2. Adult non-breeding

3. Juvenile

4. Downy young

5. Adult breeding, flight

Australasian Grebe
Tachybaptus novaehollandiae
6. Adult breeding

7. Adult autumnal

8. Adult non-breeding

9. Juvenile

10. Downy young

11. Adult breeding
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